
 
 Summer School 2017 will be held at Craigie Campus UWS Ayr from Monday 7th – Friday 11th 

August. For those of you who have not been before, it is an excellent opportunity to meet 
other SWI members from all over Scotland as well as learning a new skill or perfecting one 
you have tried before. After welcome on the Monday evening, members spend a couple of 
hours becoming familiar with their chosen subject and classes continue on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday.  
The ballot for places has been drawn. Unfortunately the Felt Making and Wooden Stick 
classes have been cancelled. The Cold Porcelain class is full. However there are still some 
places available in the following classes.  
Pastels - Tutor Mavis Briggs - This will be an opportunity to use the medium of pastels to 
create your own works of art! Soft Pastels Class - Pastels are a fantastic medium. You can 
use these vibrant coloured sticks straight onto the paper/card, creating great atmosphere 
and wonderful textured effects. Their ease of use makes them especially good for beginners 
and those who already paint and fancy trying a new medium. We will start by painting a 
step by step first picture together to master a few techniques and then the class will be 
encouraged to choose their next painting from a wide selection of photos ,flowers or if the 
weather is kind, we may get chance to paint outside. Come and enjoy the buzz of being 
creative and come away with art work you are truly proud of.  
Textile Hot Stuff Part 2 – Tutor - Fiona Smith. This was a very successful class last year and 
you will be able to learn more techniques and ways of creating new materials. This class is 
an opportunity for new students and those who took part in the 2016 Summer School class 
to explore how to use heat to create contemporary textured surfaces for machine and hand 
embroidery. For those who are new to the heat techniques the class will give you the 
opportunity to try different heat techniques including cutting and fusing fabric with a 
soldering iron and shrinking and distorting fabrics with a heat gun. For those who took part 
in the 2016 Summer School class it will be an opportunity to build of your existing learning 
by undertaking more complex projects including cutting and manipulating fabric to create 
three dimensional pieces, experimenting with new heat responsive fibres, combining 
machine embroidery and heat techniques to create decorative panels and using heat 
techniques to create buttons and beads and working on larger projects and pieces. Fiona’s 
tutoring approach involves providing short blocks of teaching covering a particular 
technique or material followed by plenty of time to experiment and explore at your own 
pace. A pack containing the majority of materials required for the workshop will be available 
at a cost of £18, you will need to bring your own sewing machine and a small selection of 
threads. No prior experience is 
necessary.  
Out and About – Tutor Trish Smith 
Participants will travel to various places 
of interest in Ayrshire and a day will be 
spent visiting Glasgow.  
Machine patchwork for beginners and 

improvers - Bonnie Mc Kerracher - A 

sampler incorporating several techniques 

will be the final outcome. 

 



Advanced Miniature Landscape Embroidery – Tutor - Ann McGuchan. Create your own 
miniature landscape picture - We will use a variety of surface stitches and raised techniques 
to create different aspects of the landscape. A range of threads and materials will allow us 
to bring depth and texture to the picture. I will supply a specially dyed background, the 
photo to work from and a thread pack. You just need to come and enjoy three and a bit days 
of escapism.                                                                                                                                       
Please contact Pamela Black H&H Secretary for details, telephone- 0131 225 1724 or email 
hand.house@theswi.org.uk . SWI reserve the right to cancel classes where there is 
insufficient numbers to make the class viable. The accommodation for the Summer School is 
an approximately ten minute walk from the college, but cars can be used.  Accommodation 
is in flats consisting of six single en-suite rooms. There is a kitchen with tea/coffee making 
facilities in each flat.                                                                                                                          
Please note an application form will not appear in the magazine. 
 



 
 


